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CAEC- HERITAGE - The castle of Torrechiara: medieval parade

| | Date : 15/03/24  Place: Castle in Torrechiara

Nr of students :72

Participants: 72 students, 10 teachers

Aims and skills targeted :

be aware of the the history of the region and the traditions or social customs of the peoples concerned thus stimulating curiosity, openness
and tolerance towards different cultures and respect for other traditions;

foster interest in historical and cultural heritage, leading students to reflect, investigate, disseminate and share it

know the medieval history of the area (Ducato di Parma) and visit both heritage and more recent places of interest

Description :

A few kilometres away from Casalmaggiore, stands Torrechiara Castle. The students had a free visit of the castle to explore its history and its
magnificent wall paintings. Once more, the Italian hosts were happy to share their knowledge about the castle and medieval traditions to their
fellow exchange students. Construction of the castle started in 1448 under the patronage of Pier Maria Rossi, Count of San Secondo, a
prominent military figure serving the Visconti of Milan. Recognizing the strategic importance of controlling access to Liguria and Tuscany via
the Parma river, Rossi wanted to build a castle on a terraced hill. Originally conceived for military defense, the castle was chosen

as Rossi's residential palace, where he lived with his beloved Bianca Pellegrini da Arluno. As soon as the castle visit concluded, the students
were dressed in traditional medieval clothes and given instruments, preparing them for the choreographies they had learned the previous day.
After a final rehearsal, the performance began with a parade through the picturesque streets of Torrechiara.

With their newfound drumming skills and ability to maintain tempo, the students brought rhythm to the circle dances and the flag-waving show
performed in traditional medieval clothing. The medieval setting and costumes enhanced the students' performance, giving full meaning to the
values of cooperation and heritage. After thunderous applause, all the students were gathered under the castle's main entrance, still clad in
their traditional ouffits, for a group picture to commemorate this celebration of heritage.

Results : Students were able to discover their own environment, its heritage, culture, traditions and way of life. They
shared common experiences with their friends from different countries. These experiences opened their minds and
increased their sense of tolerance, their independence and enriched their personality.

Link :https://respectol.com/2024/04/caec-heritage-historical-workshops.html

Impacts :

Did you find it motivating to work on this topic? Fair: 0% Good: 5% Good+: 25%  Excellent: 70%

How did it change your point of view on the value? Fair: 0 % Good: 200% Good+: 40%  Excellent: 40%

How much did you gain in terms of reusable competences? Fair: 0% Good: 30% Good+: 40%  Excellent: 30%
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Aa ﬁaw kilometres away from Casa[maggiore, stands Torrechiara Castle. The students had a free
visit cgf the castle to exy(ore its ﬁistory and its magmficent wall yaintings. Once more, the Ttalian
hosts were ﬁa}ajgy to share their Enow(ecfge about the castle and medieval traditions to their fe[fow
excﬁcmge students. Construction of the castle started in 1448 under the _patronage (f Pier Maria
‘Rossi, Count @C San Secondo, a Jorominent mi(itary figure serving the Visconti @( Milan.
Recognizing the strategic importance of controf[ing access to Liguria and T uscany via the Parma
river, Rossi wanted to build a castle on a terraced hill. Om’ginaf(y conceived for mi(itary cﬁafense,
the castle was chosen as Rossi's residential }mface, where he lived with his beloved Bianca Te[ﬂzgrini
da Arluno. As soon as the castle visit concluded, the students were dressed in traditional medieval
clothes and given instruments, preparing them for the cﬁoreogm}aﬁies tﬁey had learned the previous

cfay. ﬂﬁer afina( reﬁearsa(, tﬁe}omfm’mance Eegan Wifﬁ ajaama&z tﬁmugﬁ tﬁejoicturesque streets

of Torrechiara.

With their newfoumf cfmmming skills and aﬁi(ity to maintain tempo, the students Brougﬁt rﬁytﬁm
to the circle dances and the f(ag-wa\/ing show performec[ in traditional medieval cfotﬁing. The
medieval setting and costumes enhanced the students’ ]oerformance, ging fu(( meaning to the
values of cooperation and ﬁeritage. ?lfrer thunderous aja}a[ause, all the students were gatﬁerecf under
the castle's main entrance, still clad in their traditional outfits, for a group picture to commemorate

this celebration (f ﬁeritage.



