Activity Title: Simulating a Parliamentary Debate on Media Freedom
Duration: 1 hours

Objective:

Students will engage in a role-play activity to understand the dynamics of
parliamentary debate, practice public speaking, and explore different
perspectives on media freedom.

Description:

In this activity, students will simulate a session of a national parliament to debate
a proposed directive on "Media Freedom." Each patrticipating school will divide
students into two groups representing different political positions: Conservatives
and Reformists.

« Conservatives will focus on preserving traditional media regulations and
limiting sudden changes.

« Reformists will advocate for reforms aimed at increasing transparency,
independence, and freedom of the media.

Each group will prepare arguments to support their position and will take turns
presenting their proposals to the "parliament.” After each group has presented
their arguments, a vote will be held on the proposed directive.

Structure:

1. Introduction (10 minutes): The teacher/facilitator introduces the topic,
explains the rules, and assigns roles.
2. Preparation (20 minutes): Each group discusses and organizes their
arguments.
3. Debate (70 minutes):
o Each group presents their proposals (10—15 minutes per group).
o Open discussion and rebuttals follow (20 minutes).
4. Voting (10 minutes): Students vote on whether to adopt the directive
based on the arguments presented.
5. Conclusion (10 minutes): Reflection on the debate, discussion of the
decision, and key takeaways about media freedom and parliamentary
processes.

Expected Learning Outcomes:
« Understanding the legislative process and parliamentary debates.

« Developing skills in public speaking, critical thinking, and argumentation.
« Appreciating multiple perspectives on media freedom.



Quick Summary of the New Directive on Media Freedom (2025)
The new directive is about protecting the freedom of journalists and media.

o Journalists must be able to report without pressure or censorship.

« Media organizations should be transparent about ownership and
funding.

o Governments can make rules against fake news or hate speech, but
these cannot stop honest reporting.

« Citizens should have access to accurate and reliable information.



