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Mr. António Manuel de Oliveira Guterres 

Secretary-General 

United Nations 

New York, NY 10017 

 

 

President Donald Trump 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 

Washington, DC 20500 

  

 

Prime Minister Boris Johnson 

10 Downing Street  

London  

SW1A 2AA 

  

 

Dear Secretary General, 

Your Excellency Mr President,  

Your Excellency Mr Prime Minister, 

 

 

SOS TO END IMPUNITY AND STOP RWANDA’S DESCENT INTO FURTHER TYRANNY  

  

We the undersigned political organisations,  civil society organisations, community and 

opinion leaders are writing to appeal to you, to use your influence to end impunity in 

Rwanda, by ensuring that there is a thorough, independent investigation into the death in 

Police custody of Kizito Mihigo and that culprits are brought to book. It is the most practical 

way to stop Rwanda sliding into hell again. There is no better sign of this descent to hell than 

the alleged murder of a survivor of genocide, icon of national reconciliation, very talented, 

peaceful and loving young Kizito Mihigo. 

 

Kizito Mihigo fell out with the government because of messages of reconciliation that did 

not fit into the official script. He used his songs to tell other victims of Tutsi genocide, to 

avoid destructive anger but to rather channel that energy into positive action of improving 

their own lives through education and economic wellbeing. He preached empathy for the 

victims of other crimes like war crimes and crimes against humanity, which implied victims 

of crimes committed by the RPF. He called Tutsi genocide a national tragedy and called on all 

Rwandans to turn their grief into a fertile ground for a prosperous future.  
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While we remember the popular Kizito Mihigo, we need to recall that there are many other 

extraordinary souls imbued with a spirit of forgiveness who have fallen victims of the 

regime. They are typified by Mr Jean Paul Mwiseneza aka Nyamata, another genocide 

survivor. Jean Paul Mwiseneza aka Nyamata, with scars of machete cuts still showing on his 

face was a prison warden at Mageragere prison. He was very much loved by inmates for his 

humanity towards everyone including those accused of genocide or harbouring genocide 

ideology. He was stabbed and beheaded on June 10, 2019 by people suspected to be 

security agents. It is alleged that he was punished after he was heard giving a negative 

account of the handling of an alleged riot at Mageragere prison.  At his burial, his liner 

manager made a statement saying that he should have known who he is, what he was saying 

and where he was saying it. 

 

These conciliatory messages contradict the official message to survivors of genocide that 

more genocides are being planned and that survivors need to be always prepared and on 

alert. In an address to the association of Tutsi students survivors of genocide (AERG), 

General James Kabarebe presidential advisor on security matters on November 13, 2019 

warned them against permanent threat of new genocides being planned by the Hutu, 

singling Hutu youth: “All this time they have been reorganising. They have new blood, they 

have a new thinking, new ways of doing things, they also access to the new technology that 

you have access to, you are fighting on the same ground and some of them are even here….  

The problem is that their way of thinking is similar to the thinking of their parents, that is to 

destroy the country”. 

 

For long the international community looked on when the regime in Rwanda was 

committing serious international crimes including two invasions of a neighbouring country 

DR of Congo leading to the death of more than 6 million lives that the regime is not worried 

about the consequences of the elimination one “errand” singer like Kizito Mihigo or a few 

others.  Sadly, as Professor Filip Reyntjens rightly pointed out 16 years ago “by indulging in 

wishful thinking, the international community is taking an enormous risk and assuming a 

grave responsibility. While it is understandable that the ‘genocide credit’ and the logic of 

‘good guys and bad guys’ should have inspired a particular understanding of a regime born 

out of the genocide, this complacent attitude has incrementally, step by step, contributed to 

a situation that may well be irreversible and that contains seeds for massive new violence in 

the medium or long run”. Prof.  F. Reyntjens African Affairs, Vol. 103, No. 411, April 2004, pp. 

208-9 1.  This is a stark and bitter reminder of 1994 when the international community 

looked on when genocide against Tutsi started.  

 

                                                           
1 Quoted in the RESEARCH PAPER 06/51 25 OCTOBER 2006 for the House of Commons 
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For ease of reference about the impunity enjoyed by the RPF regime, we may mention a few 

high-profile crimes reported by UN agencies: 

1. The UN report S /1994/1125 and S/1994/1405) on which basis the Security Council 

Resolution 955 set up the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) point out 

that: during the war that followed the assassination of President Habyarimana " 

Individuals from both sides to the armed conflict in Rwanda during the period from 6 

April 1994 to 15 July 1994 perpetrated serious breaches of international humanitarian 

law, in particular of obligations set forth in Article 3 common to the four Geneva 

Conventions and relating to the protection of victims of non-international armed conflicts 

of 8 June 1977 and that Individuals from both sides to the armed conflict perpetrated 

crimes against humanity.” No one from the RPF side was tried. 

2. A report by UNHCR Team headed by Robert Gersony estimated that from April to August 

1994, the Rwandan Patriotic Front systematically killed between 25,000 and 45,000 

Hutus as it made its way toward Kigali2. No accountability so far. 

3. In April 1995, the army killed more than 4000 displaced persons in Kibeho under the 

protection of UN troops3. No accountability so far. 

4. In 1996 and 1998 Rwanda invaded the Democratic Republic of Congo. The invasion 

triggered what came to be called the 1st African world war leading to more than 6 million 

Congolese dead. It is just history. 

5. During the two invasions, 200, 000 Hutu refugees were killed and according to UN mapping 

report “the apparent systematic and widespread attacks described in this report reveal a number 

of inculpatory elements that, if proven before a competent court, could be characterized as 

crimes of genocide”4. 

6. Rwanda has been accused for the plunder of the resources of the Democratic Republic of 

Congo (DRC) in Document S/2002/1146 of the Panel of Experts on the Illegal Exploitation 

of Natural Resources and other Forms of Wealth of the Democratic Republic of Congo).  

7. The U.N. Group of Experts accused the Rwandan Defence Minister General James 

Kabarebe and other top Rwandan military officers of “playing a central role in organizing, 

funding, and arming the murderous M23 rebel group”. The Rwandan officials including 

President Kagame and the then Minister of Defence Kabarebe, should have faced 

charges of "aiding and abetting" crimes against humanity in a neighbouring country – 

actions similar to those for which the former Liberian president, Charles Taylor, has been 

sentenced to 50 years jail by the International Criminal Court. 

8. A UN report accused the Rwandan regime of “recruitment of Burundian refugees – 

including children – in Rwanda” with training provided to facilitate their participation in 

armed groups seeking to overthrow through violent means the Government of Burundi. 

 

                                                           
2 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gersony_Report  
3 Witness to genocide a personal account of Kibeho massacres. www.anzacday.0rg.au by Paul Jordan 
4 DRC: Mapping human rights violations 1993-2003:  point 517 
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What is happening today is a logical behaviour pattern in dictatorship when the dictator gets 

obsessed with power. The modus operandi is violent repression against any real or 

imaginary enemy, and he tends to claim victimhood to justify an aggressive foreign policy. 

And indeed, if Kizito Mihigo, a survivor of genocide, can be killed for his reconciliation 

message who will survive? 

 

The Kigali regime has tested the world public opinion by committing heinous crimes and 

going away with it. Consequently, it finds the elimination of young Kizito Mihigo a lesser evil. 

When influential Hutus were being killed, people looked aside because the propaganda 

machinery had made it look like every influential Hutu is genocidaire, planner or an 

accomplice. When the regime turned against former comrades in arms, Tutsi, the world 

looked away because it was seen as mere internal power struggle or that these were 

renegades who were against national reconciliation or had stolen money as the government 

claimed. The international community acquiesced under the excuse that Rwanda needed a 

strongman to fix a failed state borne out of genocide, applying a customised democracy not 

western democracy. When the regime turned against survivors of Tutsi genocide, people did 

not notice or were in denial because the victor’s solemn oath was to protect survivors of 

genocide. It was not until Ms Diane Rwigara, presidential hopeful in 2017 elections wrote a 

letter to President Kagame in July 2019 in which she gives a list of more than 40 survivors of 

genocide, most of whom were opinion leaders in their community or prominent 

businessmen, allegedly killed by the secret services that people started to come out of their 

dream about the RPF regime. The death of Mr Kizito Mihigo, a shining light for reconciliation, 

put more spotlight on the plight of survivors of Tutsi genocide but also on the slippery path 

that Rwanda is taking to a potentially new human catastrophe. 

 

The death of Mihigo Kizito, a survivor of genocide, apolitical, simply preaching genuine 

national reconciliation should awaken all peace loving people especially those who are 

influential to come out and stop Rwanda descending into hell again by using your political, 

diplomatic and financial leverage to tell President Kagame to stop killing his people. As a first 

step, we appeal to you to demand thorough, independent investigation into the death in 

Police custody of Kizito Mihigo and that culprits are brought to book. 

 

We call on the international community and particularly donors to rein on President Kagame 

to end these senseless killings of innocent citizens who do not toe the government line.  We 

ask them to make aid conditional to the respect for individual rights and freedoms of 

Rwandans. The lead on this action by the US government and the United Kingdom would 

bring a difference. “Rwandans need more than guilt money. “Donors should not give money 

blindly because they may end up feeling guilty again”5 . 

                                                           
5 Dino Mahtani: Guardian, Rwanda needs more than guilt money; August 1st, 2012; 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2012/aug/01/rwanda-guilt-money-abuses-kagame 
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We believe that the long-term peace and development of Rwanda can only come through a 

system of governance agreed upon through a highly inclusive dialogue between the RPF 

regime and all stakeholders, and not through repression inside and outside of Rwanda. 

However, the immediate step is to stop senseless killings through a stronger action than 

wishful thinking that the regime will see reason and stop. 

 

Done on March 4, 2020. 

 
Signatories: 
 
1. Laurent Munyandilikirwa, Président de l'Observatoire des Droits de l'homme au Rwanda 

(ODHR) ; 

2. Emery Nshimiyimana, Secrétaire Général de la Fondation IBUKABOSE-RENGERABOSE, 

Mémoire et Justice pour tous ; 

3. Jean Marie Ndagijimana, Coordinateur du Comité pour l'Unité, la Paix et la Réconciliation 

au Rwanda (CUPR) ; 

4. René Mugenzi, Coordinateur de Global Campaign for Rwandans’s human rights (GCRHR); 

5. Joseph Matata, Coordinateur du Centre de Lutte contre l'Impunité et l'Injustice au 

Rwanda (CLIIR); 

6. Theobald Rutihunza, Président du Réseau International pour la Promotion et la Défense 

des Droits de l'Homme au Rwanda (RIPRODHOR) ; 

7. Robert Mugabowindekwe, President de JAMBO asbl ; 

8. Callixte Kanani, Coordinateur du Comité de Suivi de la Problématique des Réfugiés 

Rwandais (CSPR) ; 

9. Aloys Simpunga , Initiative HUMURA ; 

10. JMV Nyirimbirima, Chairperson The Global Voice of Rwandan Refugees (GVRR) 

11. Stany Rwandarugari, Rwandan Platform for Dialogue, Truth, and Justice (RDTJ) 

12. Marcelline Nyiranduwamungu, Présidente du  Réseau international pour la Démocratie 

et la Paix (RifDP)-Belgique; 

13. Gilbert Mwenedata, Président de l'initiative du Peuple pour l'Alliance Démocratique 

(IPAD) ; 

14. Emmanuel Mugenzi, Coordinator in charge of political matter, Rwandan Alliance for the 

National Pact (RANP-Abaryankuna) ; 

15. Jean Damascène Munyampeta, Secrétaire Général du Pacte Démocratique du Peuple 

(PDP-IMANZI) ; 

16. General Emmanuel Habyarimana, Président de la Convention Nationale Républicaine 

(CNR-Intwari) ; 

17.  Jerôme Nayigiziki, Coordinateur , RNC-Ihuriro ; 

18. Jean Baptiste Ryumugabe, Secrétaire Exécutif PSI-Imberakuri ; 

19. Etienne Masozera, Président AMAHORO-PC ; 

20. Justin Bahunga, Président FDU-INKINGI. 


