An introduction to movie scores and soundtracks
A film score is original music written specifically to accompany a film. The score comprises a number of orchestral, instrumental, or choral pieces called cues, which are timed to begin and end at specific points during the film in order to enhance the dramatic narrative and the emotional impact of the scene in question.

A film soundtrack is more a selection of songs chosen to be featured in a film. In most cases they are existing tracks that have been licensed by the film’s producers; in rarer cases films feature original songs, written especially with the film’s story in mind.

MISSION 1: DISCUSS IN PAIRS 

What is the function of film music?
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

MISSION 2: Complete the following introduction with the given vocabulary:
storytelling aspect 

to clue 

namesake 

allowing 

relied on

significant 


improvised 

to set 


silent 


include

composed score 

go hand in hand 
significant 

foreshadow 

improved
Music and movies ________________________. Anyone watching a movie can see that music plays a role but may wonder exactly why music is important in motion pictures. Music is used in movies ________________________the scene or tone, to ________________________ an intense part of it, and ________________________ the audience into part of the story. Whether a ________________________or an existing song, music plays a vital part in the ________________________of a movie.

The first movies were ________________________ films, and true to their ________________________, they had no accompanying dialogue or music. However, films during the silent era still ________________________music as part of the story. Because film technology had not advanced enough to ________________________ sound, live music was played at showings of silent films. For the earliest silent films, these scores were often ________________________, or loosely guided - composed scores for an entire movie did not appear for the several years of the silent era. As the twentieth century progressed, and film technology ________________________, the use of music in films changed. From composed scores, to musicals, to the use of existing songs as a soundtrack, the use of music diversified in movies, ________________________ filmmakers to expand the art.
