
Black history in the USA 



Blacks in America 

The first Blacks in the USA came from Africa. 
This is why the Blacks are called ‘African Americans’ 



They were sold or stolen 
in their villages. 
And they became slaves, 
 

They were inspected by their buyer. 



Then there were 
brought to the 
USA, mostly in the 
South.  
The trip from 
Africa to the USA 
was horrible and a 
lot of them died 
on the ship.  
 



When they arrived in the USA, they belonged to 
their master until they died or were sold again. 
They were slaves. And the babies who were born 
there were slaves too. 
 



They were forced to work, often in the south of the 
country, and often on plantations (sugar or cotton 
plantations). 



The families often lived together, but they could be 
separated too. Their living conditions were horrible.  
They were exploited. 
 



And the white owners of the plantations were very 
rich. 
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They couldn’t escape because  
if they were caught, they  
were mutilated or killed. 



In the North of the country, there were no slaves. 
And a lot of people were against slavery. 
Even better, the Blacks who reached the North 
became free! 



A ‘system’ was organised: ‘the underground 
railroad’.But it was very dangerous. Many died. 
 



At that time, the South of the country was very rich and had 
slaves.  
The North was against slaves. 
The South decided to ‘leave’ the country. 
For this reason and  many more, a war started in 1861. 



The civil war started 
in 1861  
and finished in 1865. 



Abraham Lincoln was the president at that 
time (the 16th president).  

 
 
 

http://youtu.be/aA_tf4OW2M8  

http://youtu.be/aA_tf4OW2M8


He was against slavery and passed a VERY 
IMPORTANT LAW: he abolished slavery in 1863.  
This law was the ‘emancipation proclamation’. 



He was assassinated in 1865 in 
a theatre. 



SO, Blacks were free, but they were not accepted by 
the white population (especially in the South). 
 They were rejected.  



They were even sometimes killed. 



A century later, they were still rejected and  
separated: they had schools (restaurants, cinemas, 
…) for Whites and others for Blacks. 



It was the beginning of ‘segregation’: Whites and 
Colored (not just Backs) were separated in public 
places. 



They tried to fight for their rights, for equal 
rights (like voting). 
It was the beginning of the Civil Rights 
Movement. 



But it became more and more popular and 
powerful. 
They demonstrated in front of public places, but 
were never violent. 



It was not very well accepted of course… 



They were often sent to prison, but more and 
more joined the movement. 



Some people, like Rosa Parks, became very famous:  
In 1955, in Montgomerry, Alabama, after a long day’s work, 
she took the bus home.  
The Black section was full. She was very tired and sat in the 
white section.  
She was arrested by the police and became a symbol of the 
black cause. 
 

The Blacks started the boycott of the buses. 



Very convincing leaders appeared, like Martin 
Luther King.   



In 1963, 100 years after Lincoln’s Emancipation 
Proclamation, he organised a march in Washington, 
where there were more than 250,000 people - Blacks 
and whites! 
 



This is where he gave his famous speech: 
‘ I have a dream’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ryy7eP0kks  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ryy7eP0kks


He was assassinated in 1968.  
It was a shock for the nation. 



In 1964, the Civil Rights Law was passed, but it 
was still difficult for Blacks (and colored) to be 
accepted… 



Ruby Bridges, the ‘first’ Black who went to a 
White school. 



Blacks and Whites learnt to live together. 
 
 And accept the other’s differences. 



Today, there is a black president in the White 
House,  
but the situation is far from being perfect and 
equal for Blacks and Colored in general.. 

Let’s hope for a better future. 




