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A s we about to finish the 

first half and begin the second 

half of the novitiate formation, 

we want to express our heartfelt 

gratitude to all of you: the supe-

rior general and his council, to 

the major superiors and their 

council, to the formators, to our 

families and friends, to our ma-

terial and spiritual benefactors, spiritual direc-

tors,  for the constant support and prayer you 

have extended to all of us here in the Novitiate. 

We also want to thank those who became part 

of our journey in the last six months. We won’t 

become who are now if not of you help and en-

couragement. To all for you: Thanks for all that 

has been and also thank for all that will be. 

 The time is flying so fast. We are now 

about to finish the first half of the Novitiate. 

While we are aware of the time flying 

so fast, yet underneath, the inner jour-

ney in the novitiate both as communi-

ty and as individual is slow but ge-

nuine. We all find out that the cultural 

transition takes time and usually not 

that easy. Human conversion is not 

that fast but takes a lot of painful and 

joyful purification, radicality, patience 

and slowing down. Spiritual formation 

is also not fast as we all know. In many ways it 

is really slow, gradual and natural. It takes a lot 

of self-emptiness and self-forgetfulness. Novi-

tiate formation is an avenue to nourish, purify 

and clarify our Marist vocation. And this voca-

tion helps us highlight to have passion for 

Christ and passion for humanity. 

Fr. Fernando INGENTE, SM 
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F r. John Larsen vi-

sited the Novitiate 

community in April 

2019. Arriving in the 

community on Satur-

day 13 April, he was 

welcomed by both formators and novices. 

A great joy animated everyone that day. 

The Superior General spent a week in the 

novitiate community – a father with his 

children. During his visit, he personally 

met with each member of the novitiate fa-

mily, regardless of their status. First, he 

met the members of the formation team 

individually. Subsequently, he met with 

each novice, to talk with him and come to 

know him better. After the individual 

meetings, he had a session with all the no-

vices to talk with them about formation in 

general; including the different stages of 

formation, the one-year increase in theo-

logical studies, and the challenges facing 

the Society of Mary today. Fr. Larsen also 

presented pictures of the scholastic bro-

thers currently in Rome, as well as the 

formation team. As he spent Holy week 

with us, he also joined the community’s 

liturgical celebrations. During the liturgy 

on Holy Thursday, he washed the novice’s 

feet – what a grace for us novices to see 

our father belittle himself to wash our feet 

and to sing with us the resurrection of 

Christ. On the eve of his departure for the 

District House, he had are last meeting 

with the whole community, where he en-

couraged the participation of everyone ac-

cording to his role, despite the difficulties 

encountered. At the end of the Superior’s 

visit, the Master of novices expressed his 

thanks and that of the community. He also 

expressed his appreciation for all the work 

that Fr. Larsen has done for the develop-

ment of the Society of Mary. Thus Fr. 

Anggong’s words of gratitude concluded 

the Superior General’s visit to the Marist 

International Novitiate in Eden. 

                                                                                                                                 

 

FABRICE PAUL SOUGA 
 

 

 

 

Superior General with the Formators after  

Easter Mass. 
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W e give 
names to per-
sons, objects, 
and places to 
identify them. 
Although there 
are other ways of 
identification, 
the name is the 

most common; it allows us to know 
who or what or where it is and some 
characteristics of the person object or 
place. The name can also give them a 
meaning, a purpose telling us why 
they exist and what they should be.  

 When we say that the Marist 
house in Eden, Philippines, is an In-
ternational Novitiate, we refer more 
to the purpose of the house, Interna-
tional Novitiate, than to its location, 
in Eden. And we can go even further 
and assign it a more specific name to 
focus further the aim of the house and 
its specificity. 

 During his visitation last April the 
Superior General suggested to give a 
specific name to the Novitiate House. 
Many Marist houses, particularly of 
formation, but not only, are named af-
ter known people or places in the 
Marist world and history. “Our Lady 
of…” and “Saint Peter Chanel” is 
probably the most common name. 
Which could be the name of our In-
ternational Novitiate, the one which 
will give it its identity and goal, its 
inspiration? 

 After mentioning several names 
of Marist people and places, we 
agreed that the most attractive and the 
one more in accord with the purpose 
of the house was CERDON. Yes, Cer-
don has a lot of references to Marist 
history and spirituality. The name 
Cerdon automatically reminds us of 
the Founder, Jean-Claude Colin, start-
ing there his ministry and his under-
standing of the mercy of God, receiv-
ing inspiration to formally put togeth-
er the idea and spirit of the Society of 
Mary and living them in the presby-
tery. The first Marists, fathers and sis-
ters, came together in Cerdon and 
their vocation was tested there and 
there they initiated the first Marist 
ministry of local missions.  

 Cerdon could remind us also of 
the spiritual experiences of Fr Colin. 
There he learned and grew in the 
awareness of God’s presence and the 
active intervention of Mary in the 
foundation of the Society of Mary. In 
Cerdon he learned not only to be a 
priest, but also to be a Marist.  

 It is easy to see why the name 
“Cerdon” is so meaningful to a Marist 
Novitiate and why this house wants to 
be inspired by this name. Fr Colin 
would tell us now: “Please, live it”!  

 

 

 

 

 

FR. JOAQUÍN  FERNÁNDEZ, SM 
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J ean-Claude Colin 

could never have com-

pleted the Marist novi-

tiate. As a student, 

though diligent, he was 

particularly sensitive, overly shy and 

spoke poorly, he was unable to relate 

with people and had strange notions 

about women (for example, to look up-

on a lady was to risk impregnating her). 

These character faults continued into 

later adulthood; he treated those closest 

to him poorly, he had a quick temper 

that he was unable to control, and he 

continued his strange notions regarding 

women (to quote: “only canon law can 

understand women”). He was obstinate, 

intransigent and stubborn. In all, Jean-

Claude Colin was an inadequate candi-

date for the priesthood, with red-flags 

and formation issues abounding. 

And yet for every fault there was a 

grace. He could be relaxed, funny, warm 

or caring, he had great care for youth, a 

perceptive comprehension of human na-

ture, an undeniable love for Jesus and 

Mary and a profound understanding of 

the mercy of God which was genera-

tions ahead of its time. It is in these 

graces that we see the real value of Fr 

Colin; the Apostolic Exhortation Vita 

Consecrata speaks of the prophetic na-

ture of consecrated life – that those con-

secrated to religious life must speak to 

the will of God, with a view always to 

the eschaton. Fr Colin lived by this prin-

ciple: by thinking, judging, feeling and 

acting as Mary we can be a witness to 

the mercy of God for the church now, as 

Mary was in the Cenacle. As we are 

called to be as religious, so Fr Colin 

lived out his life. He was more than 

simply a founder – he was a prophet. 

 

                                                                                     

HEMI ROPATA 

Jean Claude COLIN: Founder of the  

Society of Mary. 
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A fter the fall 

God curses man 

and woman to 

work for their 

food. There is no 

more luxury as they did enjoy. Man 

has to sweat tilting the ground to 

produce fruit for food. As a gardener 

where-ever I stay, it always a joy. 

The joy of reaping the fruits of your 

hands from the garden, it speaks a 

lot about the care and love put into 

the soil. But the most fascinating 

thing for me that I have experienced 

is the silence when the plants are 

growing and the moments just be-

fore harvesting. 

 Since we have started our tiny 

garden here in the novitiate, with 

mainly cabbages we more rely on 

our garden for cabbages. And it has 

been helpful since then. We some-

times grow other crops but not so 

fruitful like cabbages. We have come 

across some obstacle with our gar-

den like insects attacking plants, 

dogs run around in the garden and 

chickens too help destroying the 

plants. But yet we continue to har-

vest the fruits of our labour. 

 We are not only benefiting from 

our garden physically, but psycho-

logically and spiritually also. This is 

the greatest gift and fruit of our 

small garden. The gardeners express 

their negative emotion towards weed 

and ploughing the soil, they use their 

joy to plant the seeds and love to 

care for the plants. At the end of the 

day we are harvesting not just the 

fruits only but with the hands and 

hearts that a participating in the gar-

den. We are happy to have our small 

backyard garden here in the novitiate 

to keep us healthy and fit. It has 

been fruitful. 

FR.JACOB ABA,SM 
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O n the May 27th to 30, we 

had a conference about our in-

ner child with two Filipina 

women, Ate Oret and Ate 

Leah. This was a very helpful 

topic for us novices as we dis-

cern our call to be Marist; it really helped us to 

know and identify our inner child, which could 

affect us in our discernment. 

 Basically, the focus of our conference was 

healing the inner child. The Inner child is an orig-

inal child, a child of our childhood history and 

she talk to us and get our attention through our 

thinking and sensation. As we grow the child 

lives on in us. 

 During the five days of our conference we 

had many activities; drawing pictures, playing 

children’s game, dancing, mirroring, and medita-

tion focusing on embodiment and energy centers 

(Chakra). These activities helped us to go back 

and encounter the child of our history. In the 

sharing of our experiences, some of my brothers 

said they found it hard to go deeper to experience 

the child, but at least they experienced the child, 

and some felt happy talking to their child. 

 From my own experience, I encountered my 

child while I was dancing. I closed my eyes and 

focused on my inner movement, then, out no-

where, I saw the child sitting and laughing at me 

while I was dancing. Then he was discouraging 

me from dancing, saying, “sit down, you are not 

dancing well. Others are better than you. ’So I 

smiled at him and slowed down, just rocking my 

body while looking at him. Reflecting on it, I saw 

how my inner child affects me in my formation. 

Sometimes I feel discouraged from doing things 

in the community, like giving my point of view in  

meetings, challenging someone, or affirming my 

own actions and perspectives. Another experience 

was a meditation using chakra, the energy cen-

ters. During the meditation I felt that my throat 

was blocked and dry, which our directors told me 

was a sign of fear, a fear of talking which is true. 

I sometimes experience it during faith sharing or 

community meetings, before I talk, I will often 

take a deep breath and clear my throat. 

 Just as we only see tip of an iceberg, we of-

ten know very little about ourselves. However, 

we can begin to name who we are and still we 

will not define ourselves fully. These inner child 

activities really helped me discover more about 

myself, and at the same time; I felt at ease and 

happy by encountering my weaknesses, including 

fear, shyness and discouragement. Becoming 

aware of these negative elements of myself, I felt 

like I already healed my inner child. 

 Finally, as a novice, it was really helpful for 

us as we are discerning our call to be Marist, be-

cause the inner child can be an obstacle in our 

pastoral work and future mission. I felt that this 

program really helped us to heal our inner child 

that is affecting us. Therefore, healing our inner 

child is essential, as it can restore the self to a 

new life that is spiritually, emotionally, mentally 

and physically passionate. 

 

 

 Leonard Wuiz AMORA 
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T he primary 

objective of the 

novitiate, like all 

religious for-

mation, is to pre-

pare each novice to say yes to the 

call of total consecration of one’s 

whole person to God, in the follow-

ing of Christ, and at the service of 

the Church’s mission.  Thus, each 

novice is on his own journey of dis-

cernment, seeking to understand the 

movement of the Holy Spirit in his 

own heart.  As such, the novitiate 

journey demands prayer, silence, 

and solitude.  Nevertheless, since 

the ‘yes’ of a consecrated person 

must be a yes of the entire person, 

formation also includes an intellec-

tual and academic aspect, which, 

here in Eden, take the form of morn-

ing classes given by  the members 

of the formation team.  Fr Jacob 

Aba teaches Human Formation; Fr 

Fernando Ingente teaches Marist 

History and Spirituality; and Fr 

Joaquin Fernandez teaches Spiritu-

ality and Consecrated Life.  Addi-

tionally, the novices are guided by 

several important texts, including 

Justin Taylor’s new biography of the 

Founder, Jean-Claude Colin: Reluc-

tant Founder, Pope John Paul II’s 

Vita Consecrata, and the Constitu-

tions of the Society of Mary.  This 

academic aspect of the novitiate 

helps to make each novice’s journey 

one of both heart and mind, so that 

each novice’s ultimate ‘yes’ to 

God’s call – either inside or outside 

of the Society of Mary – may be a 

total ‘yes’ that comes from one’s 

whole person. 

Niklas Rodewald 
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SG washing feet of the 
former SG  

Sky rider 

Last way of the cross 

Visit of the Marist sister’s general 

SG washing the novices’s feet 

Former SG washing the feet of SG 

Formators with the Superior general 
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COOKING SNACK Social night 

Human formation 

Sky rider 

Picnic day 

Visit of the Marist Sisters  

Easter celebration at District house Novices with Tatay and Nanay 

Wise Man among the Young 
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P astoral 

ministry is 

one of the 

fundamental 

elements of a 

religious’ 

life. It allows us (religious) to 

discover the splendor of our be-

ing as religious, and also to stay 

in touch with the project of our 

founder. 

 I can say after 6 months of 

pastoral work in the Philippines 

that pastoral ministry is the 

most uncertain path or the most 

uncertain project of religious 

life. When you go, you never 

know what will happen, how or 

how much it will change your 

life and your vision. It was a 

deep experience for me to be in  

 

contact with people who, in the 

midst of some of the worst 

atrocities and sufferings the 

world has to offer, manage to 

keep and shine the light and 

goodness of Christ. No, they 

are none of this because they 

are the very reflection of God's 

wealth. 

 Pastoral work for me is not 

a moment to fulfill my duty or 

my responsibility as a religious, 

but rather a school of life, a 

source that allows me to redis-

cover the immense wealth of 

God and my own spiritual pov-

erty. Pastoral work is the en-

gine that gives meaning and 

movement to my life. 

 

Joël AMA 
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L ooking back at the last six 

months as to what constitutes my 

experience in the Marist Interna-

tional Novitiate, the best image so 

far would be that it is like riding a 

bicycle. Why do I describe this 

journey as riding a bicycle? With 

the act of riding a bicycle, in order 

for the bicycle to advance, you 

must relax and then make an effort 

by pedaling forward, simultaneous-

ly up and down. The moments of 

pedaling up refer to those moments 

of consolation, while pedaling 

down refers to those moments of 

desolation. In other words, the No-

vitiate experience for me has been 

challenging and at the same time 

very exciting as we will see in the 

following lines.  

 For the last six months, the 

focus has been on looking at my 

past life experiences together with 

my formators. Looking back has 

been very challenging, as wounds 

that were thought to be covered, 

healed and long forgotten were un-

covered and brought to light. But 

the aim of all these has been to 

acknowledge and accept my past 

experiences, so as to be in a better 

disposition; and know what is go-

ing on within me, in order to fer-

vently respond to the voice of God. 

Looking back not only enabled me 

to recognize my weaknesses and 

limitations, but also gave me an op-

portunity to look at my strengths 

and see how far I have been able to 

advance in my life journey with the 

gifts God has placed in me.  

 This journey to help me dis-

cover my “self”, was focused on 

the following areas: family back-

ground, childhood, my emotions, 

spiritual life, intellectual life, rela-

tionships within and outside of my 

biological family, cultural dynam-

ics, the impact of my education and 

persons encountered at every level 

of my growth until this present mo-

ment, community life, etc. Looking 

at the areas listed, you would agree 

with me that it has been hard work. 

You would equally understand why 

I used the symbol of a bicycle to 

describe my experience in the novi-

tiate which I believe is the same ex-

perience my brothers in the noviti-

ate are experiencing, so together we 

help each other to ride-on on our 

individual bicycles each going at 

his own pace without any competi-

tion whatsoever.  

 However, the last six months 

in the novitiate have not only been 

about me but have also been about 

my relationship with God through 

the Society of Mary. During this 

time of the novitiate, we have taken 

time to deepen and look closely at 

the history of the Society of Mary, 

the Spirituality of the Society of 

Mary, the Constitution of the Socie-

ty of Mary and especially the life of 

our Founder, Venerable Jean 

Claude Colin, and the place occu-

pied by the Blessed Mary in his life 

as a person and also as a founder. It 

has also been a time where I have 

been exposed to the realities of the 

Society of Mary in terms of her 

aims, objectives and mission in the 

world. And the dominant motive 

here has been to present the pros 

and cons of the Society of Mary; to 

process them in prayers and dis-

cernment; and see if the realities of 

the Marist vocation goes in con-

formity with my own vocation in 

serving God.  

 Despite these movements, the 

two terms desolation and consola-

tion I mentioned earlier should be 

looked at at the context in which 

we are writing. By desolation, I 

mean challenges, difficulties and 

moments of discouragement, and it 

is of course because of moments 

such as these that I have been able 

to appreciate all that has taken 

place in the movements of my life 

for the last six months. On the other 

hand, the moments of consolation 

are very much alive throughout this 

time of my novitiate. It has really 

been a time of “tasting God”. Ac-

knowledging my difficulties draws 

me to a deeper and closer under-

standing of myself and my limita-

tions, and helps me appreciate with 

all simplicity and humility the 

strengths I have been able to identi-

fy in my personality. As my jour-

ney in the novitiate continues, I am 

conscious that man is not perfect; 

therefore there are still lots of con-

cern I need to look at, and it is only 

at the end of such a marvelous time 

in the novitiate that I might be able 

to really paint a clearer picture of 

my life and experience. However, it 

can only be better and clearer by 

the Grace of God through consist-

ence and fidelity in my prayers and 

openness to the Will of God in my 

life. Please pray for us and rest as-

sured of our prayers.    

       

 

 

Clinton ASUNKWAIN KUBE  
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L anguage is the 

basic tool of commu-

nication among peo-

ple around the world. 

Language helps peo-

ple to understand 

each other in their 

daily lives and in their own communities. 

In most multicultural communities, mem-

bers are normally encouraged to learn the 

main language that can be spoken widely, 

because of the misunderstandings that 

would arise among themselves if they 

speak in different languages. Our Interna-

tional novitiate here in Eden is known as 

Marist International English novitiate and 

that means English is the main language in 

the community. Members of the commu-

nity therefore have to speak and do their 

activities in English. However in our com-

munity we come from different countries. 

Some are English speakers, some are 

French speakers and some of us we come 

from countries where English is consid-

ered as the third or fourth language. 

Therefore we sometimes find it a bit hard 

to speak or write in English.   

 At the moment two English speakers 

are helping the others to improve their       

English. It is a good chance for us non 

English speakers to learn more about Eng-

lish.  Apart from English there are also 

times that we use other languages like Ce-

buano, French and Italian for our masses. 

At first some of us struggled a little bit in 

pronouncing the words in those languages, 

but we are now slowly improving. Having 

Masses in those other languages also 

opens the door for those who want to learn 

those languages in the future.   

 Another difficulty that we are still fac-

ing in language is when we go out for our 

pastoral: most of the people out there can-

not speak English, and we do not speak 

Cebuano. Sometimes it makes our pastoral 

more difficult when we do not understand 

what the people are saying to us or when 

they do not understand us. It is also a 

chance for us to practice our Cebuano 

which we learned at a basic level during 

our orientation. So, we are working to-

gether as a community to overcome these 

challenges.          

   

 

Lesley KINANI 
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