
Refocusing on our Comboni Spirituality

A. Entry point: RM n. 2.2.1: Jesus Christ:

" Comboni underlined some fundamental aspects of the Mystery of Christ: the Heart of Jesus, Jesus the Good Shepherd, and the historical Jesus…".

We may find a good summary of Comboni' spirituality of the Sacred Heart in his Pastoral Letter written on the occasion of the consecration of the Vicariate to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. The essential of this Letter is proposed as alternative reading in the Office of the Readings for the Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart in The Comboni Family at Prayer (p. 50-52).

" Having understood the gravity of this divine Undertaking in the depths of our soul we are aware of the disproportionate gap between our weakness and the grandeur and importance of the mandate entrusted to us … we resolved to come formally to the Consecration of the whole of our beloved Apostolic Vicariate of Central Africa to the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus".

The Sacred Heart is the heart of the historical Jesus
:
"Never for an instant from its formation did this adorable Heart, made divine by the hypostatic union of the Word with the human nature in Jesus Christ our Saviour, always free from sin and rich in every grace, not beat with the purest and most merciful love for men.

From the sacred manger in Bethlehem ….till his death on the Cross…this divine Heart, which bore the piercing of the enemy's lance…has never ceased to love men". 
So, the conclusion is: "This is why, O beloved Children, we are filled with the firmest hope that in the depths of this most adorable Heart may also be available the treasures of grace which must determined the salvation of the immense population bowed beneath the Satan's rule, and who are committed to our care".
B. Our Founder is a model not only for the strong message he conveys to us, but also for his "theological" method in seeing the reality, judging it and taking action accordingly, profoundly convinced that the work he is carrying out is not his, but God's work.

"The Method of the "Pastoral Cycle"
in Comboni's Pastoral Letter 

- El-Obeid, 1 August 1873 -
1. Starting point: The reality 

a. "Having understood the gravity of this divine Undertaking in the depths of our soul we are aware of the disproportionate gap between our weakness and the grandeur and importance of the mandate entrusted to us".
b. Attitude of Humility and Prayer…"We therefore raise our eyes trustingly to heaven, to ask from above for that strength and help that will be sufficient to sustain and direct our weakness for our great intention".
c. Inspiration: "It pleased the Lord in this circumstance to inspire us to see that the surest way of achieving our desired end would be to gather ourselves, our faithful and the entire Vicariate under the protection of the most Sacred and loveable Heart of Jesus".

2. Theological reflection:
a. The Mystery of Incarnation "Never for an instant from its formation did this adorable Heart, made divine by the hypostatic union of the Word with the human nature in Jesus Christ our Saviour, always free from sin and rich in every grace, not beat with the purest and most merciful love for men" (See CCC 468).

b. Historical dimension of the Sacred Heart: "From the sacred manger in Bethlehem ….till his death on the Cross…this divine Heart, which bore the piercing of the enemy's lance…has never ceased to love men".
c. The treasures of grace are permanently present in the Church through the Sacraments: "This is why, O beloved Children, we are filled with the firmest hope that in the depths of this most adorable Heart may also be available the treasures of grace which must determined the salvation of the immense population bowed beneath the Satan's rule".

3. Action: We therefore invite you all to enter with full trust into this ark of salvation….

4. Vision of Faith and Hope for the Future: "We are profoundly convinced that the most auspicious day of this solemn Consecration will mark a new era of mercy and peace for our beloved Vicariate, and that from the Mysterious centre of this divine pierced Heart, torrents of graced and rivers of heavenly blessings will flow upon this great people of Central Africa so loved by us.
5. The Celebration: The Consecration took place on the 14th of September in El-Obeid (by Comboni himself), in Khartoum (by his Vicar General) and, on the same day, by the Members of the Apostleship of Prayer with that act of Consecration composed for this purpose by the Fr. Ramière, Director of the Messager du Cœur de Jésus.
6. Reflection

Practically, what Comboni portrays in his Letter is not a real "circle", which is something static, a kind of Eternal return (also known as "eternal recurrence"), but is a spiral-shaped movement with a precise direction…the  salvation of an immense population … The centre of this spiral is the Paschal Mystery which takes reality, step by step, towards salvation, towards eternal life.

This is a theological-eschatological vision in which the historical events are at once both divine and human, events which are at one and the same time both historical and theological; events which flowered in time but are rooted in eternity.
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C. An important test from the Pastoral Constitution Gaudium et Spes, 38 seems to echo to Comboni Pastoral Letter. 

38. For God's Word, through Whom all things were made, was Himself made flesh and dwelt on the earth of men.(10) Thus He entered the world's history as a perfect man, taking that history up into Himself and summarizing it.(11) He Himself revealed to us that "God is love" (1 John 4:8) and at the same time taught us that the new command of love was the basic law of human perfection and hence of the worlds transformation.

To those, therefore, who believe in divine love, He gives assurance that the way of love lies open to men and that the effort to establish a universal brotherhood is not a hopeless one. He cautions them at the same time that this charity is not something to be reserved for important matters, but must be pursued chiefly in the ordinary circumstances of life. 

Undergoing death itself for all of us sinners,(12) He taught us by example that we too must shoulder that cross which the world and the flesh inflict upon those who search after peace and justice. Appointed Lord by His resurrection and given plenary power in heaven and on earth,(13) Christ is now at work in the hearts of men through the energy of His Holy Spirit, arousing not only a desire for the age to come, but by that very fact animating, purifying and strengthening those noble longings too by which the human family makes its life more human and strives to render the whole earth submissive to this goal.
Important points:

- Jesus  entered the world's history as a perfect man, taking that history up into Himself and summarizing it.
- He Himself revealed to us that "God is love" (1 John 4:8) and at the same time taught us that the new command of love was the basic law of human perfection and hence of the worlds transformation.

- To those, therefore, who believe in divine love, He gives assurance that the way of love lies open to men and that the effort to establish a universal brotherhood is not a hopeless one.

- Appointed Lord by His resurrection … Christ is now at work in the hearts of men through the energy of His Holy Spirit … animating, purifying and strengthening those noble longings by which the human family makes its life more human and strives to render the whole earth submissive to this goal.

D.  Questions:
The Founder discovered in the mystery of the Heart of Jesus the thrust of his missionary commitment (RL 3). 
· What does it mean for us to live mission in the light of Christ's Heart? Are we aware of the transforming power of God's love manifested in Christ Jesus (Rm 8:31-39)?
· Are we able to read the signs of the times with courage hoping for a better future?
· Are we able to stay in contemplation before the Cross or the Most Blessed Sacrament to learn Christ's innermost attitudes and make them our own (RL 3.2)?

� "It is important to realize that 'history' in the (biblical) context is very different from the concept of modern historians. The absorbing concern of the evangelist (John) is the meaning of those historical events which were at once both divine and human, events which were at one and the same time both historical and theological; events which flowered in time but were rooted in eternity". (The Bible of Jerusalem: introduction to the Gospel of St. John).
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