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EYW2013 IN THE MEMBER STATES
What is EUROPEAN LOCAL DEMOCRACY WEEK?

The “European Local Democracy Week” is an annual event with national and local events organised by participating local authorities in all Council of Europe member States. The purpose is to foster the knowledge of local democracy and promote the idea of democratic participation at a local level. While the week is overseen by the Council of Europe, it is each local and regional community which organizes events centered on the selected theme.

The week of October 15 is chosen every year for European Local Democracy Week as the European Charter of Local Self-Government was opened for signature by member states on that date in 1985 and the date is considered symbolic for European Local Democracy. In recognition of the fiftieth anniversary of the creation of the Conference of Local and Regional Authorities (the predecessor to today's Congress of Local and Regional Authorities, the first European Local Democracy Week took place in 2007.

Each year has had a unique and relevant theme for each community to work with which are very important on the local level with past themes including the issue of Sustainability on the local level. The proposed theme for the upcoming European Local Democracy Week in 2011 is Human Rights at the local level. While the themes are universal for all of the local and regional communities, each community can interpret the theme is a manner that is more relevant to their specific needs. Events and activities organized can include poster campaigns, interactive websites, public meetings, exchanges, Open Days or specifically targeted events for different groups of people like children. 
The leading theme in 2013 was ''Active citizenship: voting, sharing, participating''.

This theme has been endorsed by the new ELDW Political Co-ordinator, Congress Vice-President and member of the Municipal Council of Dubrovnik (Croatia), Dubravka Suica, further to a co-ordination meeting assembling representatives of European cities, regions and associations.

While there are many goals and purposes behind the European Local Democracy Week,the primary ones are the following (as listed in the Council of Europe literature):

· to strengthen links between elected representative and their communities

· to boost participation in the democratic process

· to involve citizens in community affairs

· to increase their knowledge of local democratic institutions and processes

· to have local authorities that listen and understand the needs and expectations of their citizens

· to facilitate co-operation and the exchange of good practices between communities

The overriding messages to the annual event include:

· to raise awareness of European citizens of the workings of democracy in their communities

· to raise awareness of local councilors and their staff of citizens' needs and concerns

· to stress that local democracy is one of the major components for buildings a united and democratic Europe

To find out more about ELDW go to

http://www.coe.int/t/congress/demoweek/default_en.asp
or visit  http://sedl.alnetis.fr/en/
This project is funded with support from the European Commission.

This publication [communication] reflects the views only of the author, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.
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