A Brief History of the World's Longest Passenger Steamer

S/S NORWAY

Introduction +A Legendary Liner Crosses to Cruising

The /5 Norway is the longest passenper ship in the world today & one of the
last great ocean liners still in existence. This grand vessel began life in 1960 as the
SIS France, flagship & pride of the French Line (CGT).

The France was launched on May 11, 1960, the last ocean liner designed
exclusively for crossing the Atlantic, Dcspﬂ: that intent, & a sterling reputation as
one of the finest ships at sea (renowned for fine service & French cuisine — table
wine included, of course), the Framce would be forced to undertake several cruises
in.an effort 1o stay afloat financially, The advent of the Jet Age had drawn the
curtain on the era of the ocean liner before the France ever sailed.

The 1970’z oil crisis served as the I'mal straw, causing fuel prices o skyrocket.
The French g withdrew fi 1 support of the French Line & tumed
their attentions to the exeiting new supersonic jet, the Concorde. In October 1974,
lh:ﬂuna:mmkmumofscwiu& mothballed in a Le Havre backwater.

In 1979, NCL (then Ny i ibbean Line) purchased the $/S France for
518 m:]lmrz. the scrap vulue of lhe metal, After a ten month, $120 million
conversion al the Hapag-Lloyd yerds in Bremerhaven, Germany, the ship emerged
as the 8/8 Norway. Included in this conversion was the addition of the aft,
overhanging camﬂd&k"{?mlm}whamwtdoorpm] Twnuftllcﬁom
engines were disabled & the props removed, pant of increasing fuel efficiency.

In May of 1980, the made her maiden crossing, this time from Oslo,
Norway, to New York with a stop in Southampton, England. From there, it was on
to Miami & service in the warm waters of the Canbbean,

In 1990, Norway again crossed the Atlantic to the shipyards of West Germany o
undergo a major refit & vertical ﬂpnns:on Two new decks were added & many of
the interfor spaces were drasti d. Part of this included the addition of
IthmnunSpuwhmm:FlleamPuoIhadeIheme

Norway has now seen her 40® year, an anniversary rarely celebrated by ocean
liners. After more than twenty years in the Caribbean, the Norway was slated to be
re-deployed o Asia, perhaps as a bling vessel, in § ber of 2001. The
terrorist attack on the World Trade Center during her Farewell Crossing shook the
cruise industry & prompted a retum to Miami. Her future remains uncertain.
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S/S NORWAY

Full Steam Ahead
Four of the ship's onginal
eight boilers were

Vive Le France!

In the mid- 1950‘5 the French l_lu (CGT

ar fe C Générale Tr
began contemplating the constmction of I
new ocean liner. The Normandie had been
Tost 1o fire in 1941, The Nle de Framee wis
1o be retired in 1958, and Liberté (1930
Eurgpa) was showing signs of age

m. British Queens - Mary & Efizabeth -

iding stiff as wad- e
I9SZ;MS‘SUM5‘M Talk on
both sides of the pond was of potential sister
ships, each upward of 75,000 tons.

The CGTs Pasteur had been considered
for conversion as early as 1939, but had

‘ultimately been rejected. The French also

explored the possibility of a pair of 35,000

ton sisters, In the end, it was decided that a

single new superliner was to be built 1o

Into the Loire & On to the Atlantic

replace both the lle de Framee & Liberté.
This was 1o be an enormous challenge; just
what President Charles de Gaulle felt would
lift the spirit & fuel the patriotism of a
country recently mvaged by war. The order
for a nesrly 70,000 wn, quadruple screw,
turhine stcamer - t0 be named $/8 France
= signed on July 25, 1956,

Tn; September 1957, with an $80 million
budget ($450 million in modern dollars), the
first order for sicel is placed ai the shipyards
of Chantiers de FAtlantique in St Naaire,
France. The French Line commits 1o 566
million, the Fremch govemment, to $14
mifllion. The fimal cost i not revealed, but
the practice of using only the best & latest
materials & techoology ‘will be cvident in
the final product.

On May 11, 1960, at 4:15 pm., the

superliner is complete, plassware & eight broken bottles of
After 4 years, 3 months and 28 days,  scotch are to be the ‘only victims of
France is complete. At slightly over  wwells ofien exceeding forty feet.

worst weather the

Under Capr. Georges Croisille, ihe
maiden  voyage acress the Atlantic
begins from Le Havre on the aficrooon
of February 3, 1962, There is a brief
stop in Southampton. It i to be a
‘baptismal crossing in many ways, the
North Atlantic offering up some of the

undaunted, France & the celchranis
aboard arrive 10 a pala reception at
Mew York's Picr 88 on Feb. 8, 1962
Fudxmum-:lv:mﬂnshp
will ply the Atlantic gaining |
as, among other things, the “finest
French restanrant in the warld®, one of
the finest noean liners ever created
Dml.hisww.i'mmmlem

plays host 1o the likes of Salvador Dali
{with his pet ocelot), Alfred Hitchcock
& the Mona Lisa ulae i& veturned. in

of five days over a flight of hours.

Ea
i
‘f

iubdﬂlndfnfhlls

and provide a 35% wage inciease were
unreasonable. France was pever 1o
S

e On October 9, 1974, France wus

taken out of scrvice & ina
Le Havre backwater The dock was
koown as "le Quai de FOUBET -
literally, “The Cuny of Oblivion™
figuratively, *The (Quay of the
Forgotien”, as it would remain ~ well
cared after, but no longer with a
purpose = for more than four yoars.

Intérieur

The End of Oblivion

S5/S NORWAY

In 1977, an Arab oil millionaire
purchased the France from the French
Government for $22 wmillion. He dlso
purchased some $15 mitlion warth of
antique French | furniture. The inicni
was 1o create o uni@.b: off

Soviets are suid 1o have considered the
ship for a' hotel, the Chincse for an
industrial trade fair. The most common
suitors, though, wero scrap merchants,
eager to part out the vessel

Meanwhile, NCL, the i

part casino & part muscum dedicated
10 French culture & history. -
These plans never materialized, &
the ship was placed on the market

ﬁwwm&mmhdym

0 much as to need another ship, The

cruise markel was booming & there

wisn't time 1o butld a totally new ship,
‘Buying a ship from a competitor in

too much. Conversion of an existing
ship was clearly the ideal soliition 1o
quickly expand the fleet.

For a time, the leading candidate
was the §/5 Unitedd States, the fastest
acean liner ever created. But the sale
was thwared by the fact that several
features of the “Big U" remained
classified as LS. Military secret. This
left the France at the top of the list

In 1979, the France was purchased

Salesmrumnmlwmnlmm prosperous times usually means paying hyNLL,forslhmllhm —zemp value,
From France to Norway
In Augusi 1979, the France was re- Inside the ship, changes were made o s
christened “Norway™ belore Duich tgs,  increase passcngor capacity to. 2,181, up Whvs*iupsa:a
wwwlouﬂmummmu from the 2,044 of the France. Crew was Called “She'
Bremerhaven, West Germany, Upon amival,  reduced from 1,100 10 900, The balcony in Whaen the French proudly
the giant letters “FRANCE" were removed  the theatre was extended 1o accommodale refer to the France, they
& veturned to the French, (in the process, the original film projector use the masculine
Some $120 million (some reports say a5 was disabled; 10 relocate it 50 a8 o pronoun "he”. Quiside of
high a5 $130 million) would be neccssary 1o project: from under the extended balcony the French tanguage,
convert the indoor trans-Atlantic Hner it could not be put into action s, it was "m""wmw
umﬁmrembbunnmiuthp The black  discovered too late, that the room had been s a5 “she” This s
paint of the bull would be replaced by deep,  built around it & it could not be removed). m'www
sparkling bluc. The red & bisck funncls  Public arces were redecorated to provide o MW@MM}
would be painted in the NCL theme of the  more festive eavironment. Air VSIS BQO CHME Up with
time, dark blue with a crescent slash of light  was upgraded (o system that supp This explo
comflower bluc over white. facilities for creating 530,000 gallons of | & shio shoukd be caed
Speeds over 30 knots may be needed for  water cach day). “shi” bacause sh. ..
crossing the Atlantic quickly, but cruising is The most dramutic changes took place aft. | ofen has a bustic
a letsurely pursuit. The two outboard props  Where once there had been o glass roof around her
were removed, along with their shafts. New  covering the Tourist Class swimming pool, . ahways has a gang of
four-bladed serews replaced the inside five-  now lies an outdoor pool & vast sun dock. men about
bladed props, Two engines were disengaged  Sometimes  called  the  “carrier has o waisl & stoys
& four boilers removed. Nov could now  cxicnsion, this overhanging cxpanse iy needs a lot of paint to
achicve 25 knots, if needed, but would equite a feat of naval archi keep her looking good
operate most cconomically at 18 knots. An A deck below, the swimming pool itself doesn't break you with
800 ton per day oil consumption fell by & became the dance floor for & dance club the initial expense,
quarter, to around 200 1ons per day. called “Dazzles”. Slightly forward in the rather with the upkeep
Five diesel generators were sdded to ship, the Tourist Cluss Smoking Room can be all decked out
m&mﬁw W‘orkmgmuu{xnl'dn became the Monte Carlo Casino, Farther neads an exponiencod
steam turbine penerators, they  forward, just behind the first funnel, what man to handls her
;ludwc—npﬁ?SOWkWufpwmmsh had been an open courtyard for fint class | . always shows her
for a city of 30,000 people. cahins provided a ready-made well for yet topsides, hidas her
Near the bow, the forward cargo hatches.  another outdoor pool. botiom and, when
were covered over 1o creale storage cradles The entire conversion was in coming info pe
for two custom made tenders (named Little  just ten months, In early May 1980, the new heads for the buys!
Norway & If). These 72 ton, 87 foot long Muymhuﬁn;punal'unmhnf
craft can shuttle 450 At & time k at Kk 1 on
from the ship to shore. This allows Norway  on to the capitol at Oslo. Afier u brief visi | _Pampered Pets
access 10 most any port in the world: ] she crossed 1o New York, Pels on the France wer
Below the waler, electric lnteral thrusters  amiving May 16® & departing 10 Miami the mnam:ﬂ
wero:installed, three i the bow, two uft 3 Miy 17%= Norwegian Bay, © [y copoted Enonle A
ml.‘l&ﬂh}lmi,ﬂwhﬂ‘l‘huwm She would maintain an almost exclusive Paria lamppost o EGro-
radius & ability to pivot or move sideways  seven-day service (0 St Thomas, Nassan & Pets & a fire hydrant for
eliminates the need for tugs in most porty. the Bahamas until erossing for refit in 1990, Canine.




S5/5 NORWAY

Flotsam...
< Norway s the only ship

fiying the Rag of Ihe:
United Nations,

fued, 117 tons diesel ol &
BBZ tons of water; as a
finar, & round-irip crossing
dicd not requing refueling,
4 The graceful hull i
made of 30" sieal
ranging from 17 1o 2 3&°
None are perfectly fat.
< From the bridge, the
horizon is approximately
10 nautical mies.
< The ship & both 160
long and too wide for the
Panama Canal,

% The 3 forward anchors

4 Today, the ship has 14
s in total; 11 of these
are above water,

4 There are 12 elevaions

throughout the ship.

Wmumum-mmma&smmuwmw NCL in ihe 1980's. Aside
wall and i Teamiar

from the lenders on

deck* alt, Norway appesrod

deck ot
Gustsiclo MUCh Ihe S5ma &% she had as Be Fravce until the vesical expansion in 1950

Onward & Upward: 1990 Refit

After n decade of cruising the Caribbean,
it was time fo grow again. In the fall of
1990, Nerway jourscyed once more to West
Germany for a second major sefurbishment.

The most ambitiows of these changes was
yet another triumph of naval architecture:
iwo-camplete decks, the Sky Deck & Sun
Deck (ereating the open St Deck atop)
were added. This. helped 1o creatc an
additional 135 luxury suites & statcrooms,
increasing her capacity 102,565, It alkso
increased her tonmage to 76,049 GRT.

Two decks below, a 360" jopging track

occupy the center of the room,
Just aft of the Nonh Cape Lounge, the

Lido Lounge wis converted inlo & new

The New Millennium

catery called Le Bistro, The baleony in the
Leeward Dining Room was cnhanced, &
several mienior cabins were converted inio
grand deloxe staterooms.

The Monte Carlo Casine was reworked,
displacing the Deco bar from the days of the
France & with it one of the list outwardly
visible traces of the original liner, 1

The unique, circular Ishen Library & the
adjacent card room gave way 1o rotail space,
the library being moved forward on
Inicrmational Deck to what had been the
teen game room on the France.
time in European waters, Norweay returned
to: Miami & the Caribbean. Her service
through the 90’s. would be similar to the

i Routes  within  the

previous  decade,
Caribbean would change slighily now &

again &, on occasion, she would cross the
Mlantic for a bricf visit & maintenance,
Other subtle changes came in the 1990's,
as well. The letiers on her stem indicating
the pont of registry a5 Oslo. changed 0
Mussau, The bright green outdoor carpet on
her uppermost decks. was replaced by decp
blue. The mosily white funnels became
solid navy, sporting a new, gold NCL logo,
What would not change would be the
ship’s status as the longest, & one of the
most unique, crise ships in the world,

In May of the year 2000, Narway
celebrated 40 years afloat. Just prior to

decided that the Norway was to be still saifing, bat in what state?

transferred out of the NCL fleet.

Things changed on Seplember 11%,

On Sepiember 2, 2001, the Norway.  when terrorist atucks on the US,
Miami for what was to have  shook the world & the cruise industry.

been the final time. Norway was (0 be  Shartly afier completing ber “Farewell
in Asia. Rumors abounded  Crossing” 11 was announced Norway

The mext chapter i the Norway's
history is yet to be written. &

Dos

S/S NORWAY
More to Know About Norway

Crew Information
The ship's crew of over 900 includes members from over 52 different nationalities. Norway is the ouly commercial ship in

the warld today allowed io fly the blue and white flag of the United Nations, an honor granted by special decree. On a typical

cruise, 8 sampling of the departments serving aboard looks fike such

=t ® Githh Shop Depsanment
M * Hotel Department...,.

7 » Cruise Sl Enlertainment Dept

* Engine Depariment
Puinsers Departsnent...
Medical (2 Doclors, 3 Numes),

.
. 5 ® Spa/ Salon Sudl
= Dining Roam Siaff. 152 ® Casing Staff,

* Chefs and Cooks......... 168 « Photogrphers.

» [ar D - . (] * Laundry Saff

On The Bridge

It days past, navigation of great ocean lincrs was achieved primarily through the use of crude intercom syutens and engine
mmnni:umpho.nmmhglplumdgnnhmﬂ:tnghmmwnsmwmdmlhnnfmmdmw
engines and, in some cases, the direction of the rudder. Although now linked w computer-controlled systems, engine room
telegraphs still exist In fact, the ized rudder control telegraph from the original late 1950's design of the ship
remaing functional and i ceatrally located along the back wall of the bridge.

Same of the other systems vou'll find on the bridge include. ..

* PIA or Paging System — The Public Address system allows the Captain to make announcements to passcrgers
and erew throughout the ship; it is also of vitsl service in emergencics (in tandem with the ship’s whistle). The
bridge P/A will override any other nddress system on board,

= VHF Radio - (Very High Prequency Radio) is used fior ship-to-ship and ship-to-shore communications, based on
the channel selected. Channel 16 is reserved for emergency use, Satellite phone communications are also ayailable.

-M-Jm:ﬁhwmﬂmmmw'w news programs, the ship's radar scany the surrounding area and
indicates. everything sbave the water (land, min, other vessels). This system can caloulate dats on twenty-four
wpam.oobjeeultlum:nndcankumm&mm.d&mmmﬁ.ﬂ’k(ﬂummhldmh].

* Radio Direction Finder — Frovides directional information by determining bearing 1o Radio Beacons,
* Echo Sounder — A sonar (sound) device to give the depth of the water between the keel ind the ocean floor.
= El ic Chart— A version of tradi charts used to plot and track the course of the ship.

* GPS Navigator ~ {Global Positioning System) This device uses information from wenty-four satellites orbiting
the Eurth to precisely determine the latitude and longitude of the ship: it is acourate 1 within just a few yards.

= Bridge Wings — The cxicusions on either side of the bridge are used primarily when mancuvering the ship in and
out of ports; they provide unencumbered views for the length of the ship. Many of the controls found on the bridge

are duplicated on each bridge wing, including engine and rudder controls as well ns the five controllens used to
operate the three forward and two aft lateral thrusters.

+ Ship's Whistie - The grand, tri-tone whistle can be set to sutomatically sound the three-blast traditional departure
the b B stations call, repeated blasts for fog conditions, and other series.
*+ Log Book — The log records the cvents that take place during cach voyage; this includes departure and arrival
times, speed, course adj medical or other h I probl ele.

Safety and Environment
A great deal of effort is put into making the Norway as safc and comfortable ns possible. Regular drills are conducted,

inchuding training and testing by the U.S. Coast Guard. The ship complies with SOLAS 74, the International Convention for

the Safety of Life at Ses, stadards. Life jackets are avnilable for all sboard and there are more than enough places on the

twenty-two covered lifeboats for all an board (thanks to Titanic). Additional i lifepods supph their capacity.

These lifeboats also bave locating beacons and other communication and navigation systems.

Other safety and environmental systems include...

+ Fire Control - There are seven fire-fighting teams, 4,100 smoke detectors, and extinguishing systems
Halon, water, powder, foam and carbon dioxide through sprinklers, portable units and fixed installations.

= Alr Conditioning — A chilled water system with a cooling capacity of 12,500 Kw at 42° ¥ (6° C).

+ Waste Manag = Garbage i fior- inoi or shoro disposal or recyeling. The Norwegian-made
incinerator (Norkhydro brand) was added during conversion for cruising and vents through the forward funnel,

Insert



